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January 9, 2007 
 
On Leading The WomenÕs Studies Student Organization, 2006 

 

Leading the Women’s Studies Student Organization (WSSO) at The University of Georgia has been an 
incredible experience.  I knew that I would only be able to lead for one semester since I was planning on 
graduating in December, as was my co-chair, Lucas.  Lucas and I decided that we would try and squeeze 
everything we possibly could into one semester, and I can say that I feel confident that we did just that.  
After coming back from the Gloria Steinem Leadership Institute this summer, I was eager to start 
organizing campus campaigns.  My head was full of idealistic projects and I was already over-
committed to WSSO before the semester even started. 

 
Lucas and I met about 3 times a week (if not more) to discuss issues related to WSSO.  Often these 
planning sessions were mapping out what our activity would be at the next meeting, brainstorming how 
we could get more people involved, completing logistical tasks in order to put on our events (booking 
rooms, making flyers, other publicity tasks, etc), and constantly re-evaluating our broader goals of 
strategy and issues.  As I mentioned, we started the semester ambitiously wanting to meet twice a 
month.  In the end, we had an average of 4 activities, meetings and/or events that we scheduled for every 
single month – about twice what we anticipated. 

 
Some of the issues we worked on were Pro-Choice issues (of course), such as the Hanger Campaign, 
Safe Sex Education/AIDS awareness in conjunction with the Health Promotions Department in the 
Health Center (such as the Consent is Sexy Campaign), and the Choice USA Organizing Conference.  
We also created awareness on campus about women’s issues through films and discussion groups and 
held panel discussions with experts from the Athens and UGA campus communities such as the Rape 
Panel.  Another issue we worked diligently at was starting a campaign for a Women’s Center on 
campus.  With the support of the director of Women’s Studies, we launched the first ever Women’s 
Center campaign to garner support for a Women’s Center which would be “dedicated to providing 
resources, services, and trainings that would meet the specific and unique needs of women students, and 
would provide a safe and welcoming space for women students, as well as women faculty, alumni, and 
staff.” 

 
A third goal was to develop relationships with other organizations on campus.  We found that there are 
many groups on campus who share our ideological values and are working towards similar progressive 
change in our community.  We partnered with various groups such as Amnesty International UGA, 
Hispanic Students Association, Planned Parenthood’s VOX,  Lambda Alliance, and Students for Latin@ 
Empowerment.  In one of our biggest events of the year, I worked on a coalition event called Coalition 
Somos América (The We Are America Coalition) to put on a fundraising event which raised awareness 
about immigrant issues as well as broader issues of economic justice.  More than 200 people attended 
the event to hear border-crossing stories and to hear community organizers discuss how we can 
collectively make change because issues of immigration, women’s rights (reproductive justice also, of 
course), and economic empowerment are all part of an interrelated battle fighting the same systemic 
culprit. 

 
Finally, beyond being concerned with educating the campus about progressive women’s issues, we 
wanted to make sure that our own constituency’s needs were being addressed.  To this end, we held 
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leadership development meetings (such as the Choice USA Conference) as well as encouraged newer 
members to get involved in grassroots efforts (such as the Hang on to Choice Campaign and arranging 
Self Defense classes for the membership).  We started the “WSSO Ambassadors” program that served a 
two-fold purpose of encouraging underclassmen to get involved and helping to spread the word about 
our events (see attached document).  We also held career building workshops and a panel discussion 
called “How to Get a Job In Non-Profits: What to do with a degree in Women’s Studies” where we 
invited representatives from various area non-Profits, academic advisors, professors, and career-center 
counselors to advise students about their post-graduation options. 

 
We also strived to increase membership – I am pleased to report that every single meeting had more new 
faces than the last – and develop inter-group relationships.  Our first meeting of the year, with more than 
60 people in attendance, was an annual potluck called “This is What a Feminist Cooks Like!”  We also 
invited our members to a “Meet-n-Greet” with the new Institute for Women’s Studies Director, Dr. 
Chris Cuomo to get to know her and also to create a working partnership between our activist student 
organization and the academic institution on campus.  We also sponsored a Bowling Night, and a T-shirt 
making meeting (a dazzling success!).  We also started a Women’s Studies Honors Society, Iota Iota 
Iota to honor Women’s Studies students who had achieved at least a 3.0 overall GPA.   

 
So, that’s pretty much “all” we did.  We crammed it into one semester, which I suppose was the most 
difficult part of it.  I’m pleased that I took the skills I gained this summer at NGSLI and brought the 
spirit of activism from that short week in Washington D.C. back to my university.  Luckily, we had an 
interested core group of people who wanted to help make a difference, and we simply couldn’t have 
done it without them.  I’m proud to have been a part of such a fantastic group and hopefully have made a 
measurable impact on our positively right-wing and largely unaware campus.  I also feel proud to leave 
a legacy of activism, making it a daunting task for future organizers to keep up; by setting the bar high, I 
hoped to challenge tomorrow’s leaders of WSSO to continue the fight.  There is still so much work to be 
done and still so much hope for progress. 

 

I hope you enjoy looking through the rest of the materials I’m enclosing from this whirlwind of a 
semester. 

 
Yours for a better world, 

 
 
 
 
Shelley Chinnan 

Co-Chair, Women’s Studies Student Organization, UGA 
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Below, you’ll find a description of each flyer with details about the event. Please let me know if you 
need more info.  

-- Shelley 

 

1FirstMeetingAgenda.pdf 

- August 24, 2006 

- The agenda for our first meeting was packed.  About 25 people came which was a great start to 
the year.  We spent most of the time polling our members to decide if they were interested in 
activism or social projects and also explaining our leadership styles.  Much to our (pleasant) 
surprise, the group was mostly interested in campus activism, lobbying training, and the midterm 
elections.  The meeting helped us gauge exactly where to focus our energies for the semester as 
well as discover who the most interested members would be. 

2WSSOpotluckFlyer.pdf 

- September 7, 2006 

- This was our kick off event where over 60 people came!  We invited other campus groups to 
attend so our members could meet each other.  

3CuomoAnnoucement.pdf 

- September 7, 2006 

- Just before the Potluck, we invited all of the Women’s Studies majors and minors to meet the 
new director to discuss how the program could be improved and how the director could support 
our activist endeavors. 

4WeeklyEmail9-19.pdf 

- September 19, 2006 

- One of the most important parts of organizing, we discovered, was planning ahead and amply 
publicizing events.  We established a weekly email update to post to the 300+ member listserv so 
that we could keep the membership aware of all of the great events we were planning.  This is 
one example of a weekly update that I am particularly proud of because it demonstrates just how 
much work running such an active organization was.  These updates often took more than two 
hours to put together but also helped to keep us (the organizers) ahead of the game as far as 
logistical details such as room reservations go.  We also wanted to make sure that whenever 
possible, our membership knew about our events as far in advance as possible, as you can see in 
this example. 

5RapePanel.pdf 

- September 20, 2006 

- After a series of news reports in the school paper which consistently used anti-feminist rhetoric, 
a group of us decided that it was WSSO’s role to educate the campus community about anti-
Rape activism by engaging in a discussion with campus officials and off campus organizations.  
With over 100 people in attendance, the event was our first (of many) successful campus 
outreach events.  The panelists were representatives from the local Sexual Assault Center and the 
Institute of Women’s Studies, as well as the VP of Student Affairs, a SANE Nurse, and a sexual 
assault investigator from the local police department. 



Chinnan 4 of 7  

- Our event was featured in the school paper, the Red and Black (www.randb.com), the next day 
(link to article: http://tinyurl.com/yzussb) 

6BowlingNight.pdf 

- September 21, 2006 

- We wanted to have an event for the entire group to kick back, enjoy each other’s company, and 
take a break from the usual vigor of activist work.  So, we sponsored bowling night as our first 
social activity. 

7DirKingPin.pdf 

- Not to be too meticulous, but I chose to add this flyer because it shows how much time and effort 
was spent on each and every event.  Down to coordinating rides for off campus events to posting 
directions online to reminding people of location and timings, every single activity we planned 
seemed like a monumental effort in itself. 

8Brokeback.pdf 

- September 25, 2006 

- As one of our educational outreach activities, we screened this film followed by a discussion lead 
by a professor.  The turnout was at least 30 people and we co-sponsored the event with the 
campus LGBT group, Lambda Alliance. 

9UnionProposal.pdf 

- October 3, 2006 

- One of our goals was to educate the campus-wide audience about feminist issues including 
prochoice activism.  With our limited budget, we appealed to other organizations, departments, 
and various committees to help fund a speaker such as Jennifer Baumgarder to discuss their work 
and activism.  This is one of our many proposals; unfortunately, despite our efforts (and snazzy 
formatting :-D) we could not acquire the necessary funds in our short tenure. 

*Unfortunately, I  donÕt have the electronic files for items 10A &  10B, but I  can get them to you as 
hard copies.*  

10A – Non-Profit Career Panel 

- October 10, 2006 

- One of our largest and most successful events was in conjunction with the Career Center.  As 
described above, at this panel discussion called “How to Get a Job In Non-Profits: What to do 
with a degree in Women’s Studies,” we invited representatives from various area non-Profits, 
academic advisors, professors, and career-center counselors to advise students about their post-
graduation options. 

10B – HYPE Festival 

- October 12, 2006 

- Along with the Health Center’s Health Promotions Department and a new group on campus 
called HIV/AIDS Youth Prevention Education (HYPE), WSSO participated in a daylong 
carnival called “Sex on the Fifty Yard Line.” 

- The carnival’s aim was to increase awareness about safe sex education as well as STI’s and offer 
free and anonymous HIV testing.  
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- WSSO also promoted our Consent is Sexy Campaign, an anti-Rape campaign which encourages 
dialogue before sex, sex without coercion, and understanding of legalities of non-consensual sex. 

- The event also served as a fundraiser by selling our newly designed Consent Is Sexy T-shirts (see 
design and more info on the campaign here: http://www.uhs.uga.edu/consent/index.html)  

11Water.pdf 

- October 12, 2006 

- In conjunction with Amnesty International, WSSO screened this film.  It’s a great example of 
groups which worked together because WSSO was responsible for publicity while AI was 
responsible for A/V equipment and room reservations.  It’s also a great example of how difficult 
organizing an event as simple as a film screening can be; we had to change the date a number of 
times to accommodate both of the organizations’ busy agendas. 

12Hanger.pdf 

- October 19-20, 2006 

- The Hang on to Choice Campaign, an idea borrowed from Wellesley College, was a fundraiser 
we held on campus to raise money for South Dakota’s Planned Parenthood.  Buy “selling” wire 
hangers for $2-$5, we encouraged people to write notes on them and then we boxed up the 200 
or so hangers we sold and delivered them to South Dakotan Governor, Mike Rounds.  To 
manipulate the debate so that our adversaries could no longer use the worn out religious and anti-
choice rhetoric, we chose this campaign which brings women’s lives and women’s health to the 
forefront of the argument.  Regardless of one’s stance on the fetus, we wanted to relay the reality 
that women’s lives would be endangered given no legal and safe alternatives. 

- This was one of the campaigns where members from WSSO were responsible for its success.  
Aside from creating the flyers, I did virtually nothing.  Both Lucas and I had other obligations 
that weekend, so we could not even help table.  Young leaders embraced the opportunity and 
reserved the space, tabled, collected money, discussed why they thought it was important, helped 
publicize, and even boxed the hangers up; they did pretty much everything and $243.00 later, it’s 
safe to say the campaign was a success. 

- In their own words, the members created this press statement: 

“We hope to create a visual argument showing the realities of how abortion restrictions in America will impact women, 

as a counterargument to the rising tide of regulation brought forth by the conservative movement.  The image of the back 

alley abortion and the violent tools they require show the real stakes for women in America.  Thursday and Friday we 

will be 'selling' wire hangers for $2 at the UGA Arch, and encouraging people who buy them to write messages on them 

about their take on the movement against choice.  We will either place these hangers strategically on campus, or mail 
them to the people who will be on the forefront of the war on choice.” 

- I am particularly proud of this event because it shows how our leadership empowered younger 
students to take organizing roles, and also displays the students’ engagement with current events 
and interest in running campaigns.  Given the proper tools and organizing skills, the next 
generation of Pro-choice leaders at UGA will be a force to be reckoned with. 
 

13Ambassadors.pdf 

- As mentioned before, we developed the ambassadors program which helped to involve more 
people in the organizing process as well as helped WSSO advertise our events.  There was no 
better way to tap into the audience of our members’ classes or have the type of presence on 
campus that we achieved without engaging so many people.  This document is the concept as it 
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was first advertised. 

14CSA…pdf 

- All of the 14CSA documents are the publicity for Coalition Somos América, the Coalition event 
which WSSO co-Sponsored and for which I was an organizer. 

- The event was to raise awareness about global economic justice and immigration issues.  The 
scope was large, but I think we were successful in making connections between the border issue 
as well as the living wage, human rights and healthcare.  WSSO’s representation in the meetings 
were key because we advocated women’s issues, made sure they were not left out (as they often 
are in these types of discussions), and encouraged female speakers to be included in the speaker 
lineup.  We also included reproductive health materials on our table from Choice USA and from 
the National Latina Institute for Reproductive Health in both English and Spanish. 

- I designed all the publicity materials including the Spanish flyers and handbills. 

15MariaLugones.pdf 

- WSSO/Iota Iota Iota co-sponsored Dr. Maria Lugones’ lecture at UGA along with the Institute 
for Women’s Studies. 

16ChoiceConference.pdf 

- Finally, in mid-November, we were able to schedule a chapter visit with Choice USA.  We 
organized an entire weekend pack full of events (see the agenda on the flyer). 

- Our facebook pitch: 

Come Learn about campus Activism and pro-choice activism. Plus, we'll be tailoring a specific campaign for getting a 

Women's Center on campus. 

 

Even if you're don't consider yourself a pro-choice activist, but you are interested in learning about how to mobilize 

people on campus and organize around a progressive issue, then you should definitely come check out the workshops on 

Saturday. Also, if you're a leader in an organization or would like to build leadership skills, come out to the 

organizational sessions on Saturday. 

 

If you're not sure if you're pro-choice, or just want to come out and learn about the issues, then Saturday and Thursday 

are the days for you. 

 
- It was a busy weekend, and while I would have liked more involvement, given that it was close 

to the end of the term, lots of people had other commitments.  We did accomplish quite a bit on 
the Women’s Center Campaign which we launched soon after the conference. 

- Notes from the conference are also attached in pdf form as 17ChoiceNotes.pdf. 

18Petition.pdf 

- The Petition for the Women’s Center.  As mentioned we launched this campaign shortly after the 
Choice USA conference and devised a timetable for future leaders to continue with it. 

- Our goal is to collect 6,000 signatures, or approximately 20% of the student population and 
present them to the administration to demonstrate that there is a need and desire for a women’s 
center on campus. 

 

19LetsTalkAboutSex.pdf 

- As one of our last educational efforts, we collaborated with Students for Latin@ Empowerment 
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and invited the Feminist Women’s Health Center, a leading non-profit feminst women’s health 
resource in Atlanta which strives to empower women through service, education, and advocacy, 
to come to our campus and conduct a workshop about safe sex, services on campus, and how 
reproductive health issues affect the campus Latina community. 

 

Other: 

Aside from the activities listed here, we also held regular meetings.  At one of our more successful 
meetings, we designed t-shirts and discussed reproductive justice issues and upcoming events.  

Our final meeting was casual and a much needed relaxing affair at a local pizzeria.   

 



Agenda, first Meeting, WSSO 
Fall 2006 
August 24, 2006 
 
- A trip to DC this semester? 
 -for some type of feminist/womyn center event  
 -Conferences 
- A trip to the Bay Area or New York? 
 - for some type of feminist/womyn center event 
 -Conferences  
 
- A WSSO camping trip 
 
- WSSO social activities (We CANNOT use our money for food, money we raise we 
CAN use for food) 
 -going out to a restaurant/bars (how often) 
 -having movie nights (how often) 
 -brown bag lunches/dinners with professors (how often) 
 -more potlucks or cook outs (how often) 
 -dances (on campus, Memorial, or off campus, little kings/detour) 
 
-Hold fundraisers to food money 
 -to have pizzas at meetings 
 -to get food for a cookout  
 -etc 
 
- Voter registration drives and midterm election activism  
 -We cannot formally endorse a political candidate or party  
 -We can endorse a cause or political issue (I believe)  
- some amazing speakers coming to UGA 
 -Cofer 
 -Enloe 
 -Aiding the WMST department in getting speakers (keynote etc) 
 
-What to do with funds (we cannot buy food with our funds), percentage of money to: 
 -Use for travel to DC, Bay, NY?  _____________% 
 -Use for social (Movies, Camping trip etc) ________________% 
 -Use for speakers ________________% 
 -Use for activism ________________% 
 
-Educational/academic meetings ? 
 -Having professors lead discussion on feminist topics at meetings? 
 
-Using money to buy items for Benson (use a very small amount of our budget for) 
 -wireless internet  



 -printer for student use 
On Campus  
Progress co.  
SURPRISE BY SHELLEY!!! 
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Annual WomenÕs Studies Student Organization Potluck

WSSO invites you to 
our annual gathering 
and kick off event for 
the fall semester. 

! ! !

!

WeÕll be discussing 
WSSOÕs plans for this 
semester. We need 
your input!
 
Topics include:
Films
A Trip to D.C.
Speakers

Bring a dish & bring a 
friend.
 
(Vegetarian & Vegan 
food encouraged)

Thursday
September 7, 2006

Reading Room
SLC Third Floor, 

East Wing
7:00 PM Ð 9:00 PM

shelleyc@uga.edu



TO: All Women’s Studies Majors, Minors, as well as students considering majoring/minoring 

in WMST

FROM: Women’s Studies Student Organization

DATE: 9/5/06

SUBJECT: Invitation to meet the new Director, Dr. Chris Cuomo

Dear Students,

The Women’s Studies Student Organization (WSSO) is delighted to host a meeting 

with Dr. Chris Cuomo, the new director of the Institute of Women’s Studies this 

Thursday.  All students are invited to attend and meet Dr. Cuomo, as well as 

provide input about the future direction of UGA’s WMST program.  Dr. Cuomo is 

interested in meeting with students and hearing their questions and concerns.

The meeting will be held from 6-7 PM in the Reading Room of the SLC (3rd 

floor, East Wing)on Thursday, September 7. 

Following the meeting, in the same room, WSSO will be hosting “This is What a 

Feminist Cooks Like!,” our annual potluck and also will be having a meeting.  

We encourage you to stay after the meeting and find out how you can be involved 

with WSSO!

Looking forward to seeing you there,

Shelley Chinnan & Lucas Franklin

Co-Chairs, WSSO

shelleyc@uga.edu

DEAR PROFESSOR, PLEASE CIRCULATE THIS ANNOUNCEMENT IN YOUR 

WOMEN’S STUDIES CLASSES.

UGA WSSO

Memo



 
Upcoming Events 
 
1.    Student Activities Fair 
2.    Rape Panel 
3.    FREE WSSO Bowling Night! 
4.    Agnes Scott 
5.    Brokeback 
6.    Non Profit Job Panel 
7.    HYPE 
8.    Camping trip! 
10.  UGA’s Grassroots Organizing weekend 
 
Announcements 
 
11.  Consent is Sexy Campaign and T-shirts, plus a HUGE SURPRISE 
12.  Triota (women’s studies honor society) 
13.  Seeking WSSO Ambassadors 
 
Other Events of Interest 
 
14. Institute for Women's Studies Friday Speaker Series 
15. International Peace Day 
 

 

 
Upcoming Events 
 
1.    STUDENT ACTIVITIES FAIR 
Wednesday, September 20 
Tate Plaza, 10-3 
 
Come and visit the WSSO table. We will have consent is sexy pins, and 
other goodies! 
 
2.    RAPE PANEL 
Wednesday, September 20 
Blue Card Event 
SLC room 214 
7:30 P.M. 
This event is a panel discussion that will analyze the responsibilities the 
University of Georgia has towards the safety of students 



 
 
3.    FREE WSSO BOWLING NIGHT! 
Thursday, September 21 
King Pins Bowl and Brew (http://www.kingpinsbowlandbrew.com/) 
8-10 PM 
 
Free bowling for all WSSO members! 
 
4.    GRADUATE DEGREES FOR THE PUBLIC GOOD FAIR 
Tuesday, September 26 
Agnes Scott University, Decatur, GA 
5PM-8PM 
More info: http://tinyurl.com/mv9ja 
 
If you would like to go and/or you can drive, please respond to 
shelleyc@uga.edu 
NOTE: WSSO will be reimbursing for gas! 
 
5.    BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN SCREENING AND DISCUSSION 
Thursday, September 28 
SLC 248 
7:00 PM 
 
Discussion lead by Dr. Lekus of the History Department regarding the 
effects of homosexuality on the wives of the two main characters in the 
movie. 
 
6.    NON-PROFIT JOB PANEL 
Tuesday, October 10 
SLC 348 
6:30 PM 
 
Tracey Dowling, former Women's Studies Majors, as well as individuals 
from non-profit organizations will lead a panel on what to do with a 
women's studies degree as well as how to get a job at a non-profit 
organization. 
 
 
7.    HYPE  (HIV/AIDS Youth Prevention & Education): "Sex on the 50 yard 
line: Don't play games with your health, get tested." 
Thursday, October 12 



11AM – 2PM 
Tate Plaza 
 
HYPE will be holding a sexual health carnival in conjunction with the 
Health Center and AIDS Athens. 
 
While there will be fun things going on in the Tate plaza (food, games, 
safe sex fortune teller, etc.) the main emphasis will be to make students 
aware that there is free HIV/STI testing inside of Tate. 
 
WSSO will be tabling. If you’re interested in volunteering at the table even 
if just for 30 min, email shelleyc@uga.edu 
 
8.    CAMPING TRIP 
SAVE THE DATE! Oct 13 – Oct 15 
WSSO is having it’s first ever retreat! 
Details forthcoming. Have ideas? Want to provide input? Email 
shelleyc@uga.edu 
 
10.  UGA’S GRASSROOTS ORGANIZING WEEKEND (GROW) 
 
November 9-11 on UGA’s campus 
 
Choice USA & The United States Student Association will be coming down 
for a weekend long conference sponsored by WSSO. 
 
Some topics covered include developing leadership skills, teaching 
grassroots organizing skills, campus activism, discussion of pro-choice 
issues, reproductive justice and social justice issues and much, much 
more. This conference is not to be missed! All members of the campus 
and Athens community are invited to attend, regardless of WSSO 
affiliation. 
to RSVP, email shelley at shelleyc@uga.edu 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
11.  TRIOTA (WOMEN’S STUDIES HONOR SOCIETY) 
 
We now have a Women's Studies Honor Society at UGA, Iota Iota Iota 
(Triota). For more details on how to become a member, visit 
http://www.uga.edu/wsso/ for details as well as an application. 
 



12.  SEEKING WSSO AMBASSADORS 
 
As mentioned in a previous email this week, WSSO is seeking 
ambassadors. That is, we need people to make annoucements in classes 
and occasionally help flyer. If you’re willing to make this small time 
commitment of 5 minutes per week, reply to shelleyc@uga.edu. We need 
YOU! 
 
 
OTHER EVENTS OF INTEREST 
 
13. INSTITUTE FOR WOMEN'S STUDIES FRIDAY SPEAKER SERIES 
 
This week’s lecture will be on Friday, Sept 22 
12:20 – 1:10PM 
SLC 248 
 
Corey Johnson, Assistant Professor, Department of Counseling & Human 
Development Services, Recreation Program 
"...And Knowing is Half the Battle": Using Collective Memory Work to 
Understand Leisure and the Construction of Masculinity in Young Men 
 
14. INTERNATIONAL PEACE DAY 
 
Thursday, September 21 
the Arch 
 
The Women in Black will be gathering at the UGA Arch on Broad Street 
from 5-7PM on Thursday, September 21, to celebrate International Peace 
Day.  Everyone is welcome to join them.  For more information, please 
visit <www.internationaldayofpeace.org> 
 



THE UNIVERSITY’S RESPONSIBILITY 
REGARDING RAPE 
September 20
SLC 214  7:30 P.M.
Blue Card Event

September 20, 2006

SLC Room 214

7:30 P.M. 

The Women’s Studies 

Student Organization 

will host a panel 

discussion  regarding 

the University’s 

responsibility to stu-

dents safety.  Repre-

sentatives from the 

Sexual Assault Center 

of North East Georgia 

as well as faculty and 

staff will be the 

panelist to discuss 

what role the univer-

sity should play.   

Hosted by The Women’s Studies 

Student Organization (WSSO)

lucasrfranklin@uga.edu



WSSO Bowling Night!
Thursday, September 21, 6-8PM

Directions to King Pin Bo wl & Brew (from MapQuest.com)
http://www .kingpinsbo wlandbrew .com
(706)-KIN GPIN

Star t: W Broad S t & N L umpkin S t
Athens, GA 3060 1, US

End: 245 1 Jef ferson Rd
Athens, GA 30607- 1202, US

Total Est. T ime: 10 minutes
Total Est. Distance: 4.06 miles

1: ! Star t out going N ORTH on N LUMPKIN S T toward E CL AYTON ST. 0.2 miles !
2: ! Tur n LEFT onto W DOUGHERTY ST. ! 0.1 miles
3: ! W DOUGHERTY ST becomes PRINCE AVE. ! 2.0 miles
4: ! PRINCE AVE becomes JEFFERSON RD / US-129 N / G A-15 AL T N.  0.7 miles
5: ! Tur n RIGHT onto KA THWOOD DR. ! <0.1 miles
6: ! Tur n RIGHT onto OLD JEFFERSON RD. ! 0.4 miles
7: ! Tur n RIGHT to sta y on OLD JEFFERSON RD. ! <0.1 miles
8: ! Tur n LEFT onto JEFFERSON RD / US- 129 S / GA-15 AL T S. ! 0.2 miles
9: ! End at 245 1 Jef ferson Rd
! Athens, GA 30607- 1202, US

http:// www .uga.edu/wsso               For more inf o, contact Shelley: shelley c@uga.edu



Hosted by WSSO,  Lambda Alliance, and Stonewall Democrats
Contact lucasrfranklin@gmail.com for more information

Brokeback 

Mountain 
Movie Screening 

and Discussion
The Discussion will center around how 

homosexuality effected the wives of the two 

main characters in the movie.

SLC 248

September 28

7:00 P.M.

Blue Card Event
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Jennifer Baumgardner

Objective

The Women’s Studies Student Organization (WSSO) is ambitiously engaged in 

various projects this year which are aimed at educating the campus community 

about issues related to gender, class, and race.  This year, as the Co-Presidents of WSSO, we would like to propose 

Jennifer Baumgardner, women-centered writer and activist, to visit the campus and speak to the UGA community.

Goals

Baumgardner’s work is focused on a variety of women-centered issues including sexual assault, young women in 

activism, sexuality, and pro-choice activism.  In her presentation, she has agreed to discuss the reproductive justice 

movement in the US and worldwide.  We feel that the lecture will appeal to a variety of people (both student activists as 

well as professors across disciplines) on campus because her writing and work encompass both academia as well as 

activism.

Related Campus Events

The first week of November, in conjunction with other student groups such as Students for Latin@ Empowerment (SLE), 

Hispanic Students Association (HSA), and Lambda Alliance, WSSO will be leading a month-long campaign dedicated to 

Women’s Health issues.  In this month, SLE, HSA, and WSSO will be hosting a workshop on Women’s Health Advocacy 

and inviting a speaker from the Feminist Women’s Health Center in Atlanta.  We will also be screening Baumgardner’s 

recently released documentary on November 2.  WSSO is inviting University Health Center representatives (including the 

Sexual Health Coordinator and the Relationship & Sexual Violence Prevention Coordinator) to speak on issues specific to 
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college women’s breast health, sexual health, and sexual violence.  Finally, WSSO will be hosting Choice USA, a national 

advocacy organization, at UGA to spend a weekend educating our members about women’s issues as well as 

conducting workshops on leadership training and grassroots organizing.

We feel that inviting Baumgardner to the campus to launch this month-long campaign would be both pertinent as well as 

auspicious.

Visit details

Proposed Date:  November 2, 2006 

! While we realize this date is very soon, it is one of the only dates that Baumgardner can come this semester.  

! We would sincerely like her to speak during our month-long Women’s Health campaign. 

Costs: $5000.00 to include honorarium as well as all travel and expenses

Contract : To be drafted pending Union approval of Baumgardner

Thank you for your time. 

We look forward to hearing back from the Union Board,

Shelley & Lucas

Co-Presidents, WSSO

Women’s Studies Student Organization Fall 2006 Speaker Proposal ! 2

Women’s Studies

Student Organization

Bio adapted from http://www.soapboxinc.com/bio_jennifer.html



About Jennifer Baumgar dner

For nearly 15 years, Fargo-native Jennifer Baumgardner has made her career in New York City as a prominent voice for 

women and girls, working as a writer, a speaker, and an activist. After a five-year stint as the youngest editor at Ms. 

Magazine (1993-1997), Jennifer began writing for a diverse array of publications, doing investigative pieces for Harper’s 

and The Nation, exploring stories such as why younger women appear to be less pro-choice, and the fact that “rape kits” 

are routinely lost or rendered inadmissible in sexual assault cases. She has written several commentaries for NPR’s All 

Things Considered. She also writes for many of the major women’s magazines (including Jane, Glamour, Marie Claire, 

and Elle), for which she has written about the first female deemed a sexually violent predator and the Miss America 

Pageant. "

Her first book, Manifesta: Young Women, Feminism, and the Future, co-authored with colleague Amy Richards, was 

published in October of 2000. Gloria Steinem, Eve Ensler, and Naomi Wolf (as well as thousands of young women and 

men who have read it and written to Jen and Amy) enthusiastically endorsed Manifesta. The book garnered dozens of 

reviews, including The New York Times Book Review, Jane magazine, Brill’s Content, Ms., The Village Voice, The Nation, 

and The New Republic. Their second book together, Grassroots: A Field Guide for Feminist Activism was published in 

2005 and is now available in bookstores nationwide (FSG). Jennifer’s latest book, Look Both Ways: Bisexual Politics 

(FSG) will be published on February 14, 2007. 

Since 2000, Jennifer and Amy have lectured at more than 200 colleges and high schools including Yale, Harvard, 

Colgate, the University of North Dakota, the University of Michigan, Mills College, Rutgers, Tulane, Vanderbilt, USC, 

Swarthmore, Appalachian State, and they were both fellows at Dartmouth in 2004. The near-constant touring inspired 

them to found Soapbox Inc: Speakers Who Speak Out, a feminist speakers’ bureau that represents two dozen prominent 

feminist writers and activists such as Katha Pollitt, Gloria Steinem, Irshad Manji, and Rosalind Wiseman.

Jennifer is the editor of a series of feminist classics for Farrar, Straus & Giroux, including Shulamith Firestone’s The 

Dialectic of Sex (2003) and Germaine Greer’s The Female Eunuch (2002).  Jennifer has written introductions, chapters, 

and epilogues for several recent books about feminism, including the introduction to a new edition of Alix Kates 

Shulman's bestselling Memoirs of an Ex-Prom Queen.

Jennifer has worked as a writer and organizer with foundations such as Honor the Earth (an indigenous environmental 

group), Planned Parenthood Federation of America, and the Third Wave Foundation (the only national organization for 

feminist activists between the ages of 15 and 30). 

Jennifer is a popular pundit and interview guest, including a stint as a regular panelist on the Oxygen Network for women, 

and appearances on shows from The Oprah Winfrey Show to NPR’s Talk of the Nation. In 2003, the Commonwealth 

Club of California hailed her in their centennial year as one of six “Visionaries for the 21st Century,” commenting that “in 

her role as author and activist, [Jennifer has] permanently changed the way people think about feminism…and will shape 

the next 100 years of politics and culture.” She lives in Williamsburg, Brooklyn, with her toddler, Skuli. 
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Contact Information

Please feel free to contact either of us if you have any questions or concerns about the proposal. 

1200 South Lumpkin Street

Benson Building

Athens, GA 30602

Shelley Chinnan

shelleyc@uga.edu

678.640.6644

Lucas Franklin

lucasrfranklin@gmail.com

706.499.6274
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WOMEN’S STUDIES STUDENT ORGANIZATION PRESENTS 

INTERNATIONAL FILM SCREENING

October 12

7:30 P.M.  SLC 207 
Deepta 

Mehta’s

Water

In Hindi with 

subtitles
spacer 

www.uga.edu/wsso

shelleyc@uga.edu

Join the WSSO for 
the screening of the 
controversial movie 
Water by director 
Deepa Mehta.  The 
movie is set in the 
1930s during the rise 
of the independence 
struggles against 

British colonial rule. 
The film examines the 
plight of a group of 
widows forced into 
poverty at a temple in 
the holy city of 
Varanasi.  It focuses 
on a relationship 
between one of the 

widows, who wants to 
escape the social 
restrictions imposed 
upon her as a widow, 
and a man who is 
from a lower caste 
and a follower of 
Mahatma Gandhi. 

description taken from  Amazon.com







Come meet the ones who labor in the shadows

Presents

Somos América: 
An Immigrant’s Cry for Justice

to beneÞt the Centro Jornalero Somos AmŽrica 

Real
 Stories .

real
 people.

building
coalitions.

 

The Coal i tion Somos 
AmŽrica (We are America 
Coalition)  believes that 

economic justice can 

only be won through 

collective struggle. This 
struggle must be waged by 
all of us adversely effected 
by new economic conÞgurations:  
w o m e n , A f r i c a n -
Americans, and migrants 

from the Americas and 
the wor ld.  These new mi-
grants and their allies have 
much to teach us about 
crea ting a power f ul 
movement to combat 
economic injustice here in 

Athens.   

   

*nov 3*

*7 pm*

*Tate Reception Hall*

*free food*
(taqueria mi tierra)

*blue card*

 

Coalition Par tners:

Centro Jornalero Somos AmŽrica
Students for Latin@ Empowerment
WomenÕs Studies Student Org.
Hispanic Students Assoc.
Hispanic Law Student Assoc.
Athens Economic Justice Coalition
Lambda Alliance
Renegade Professors of UGA
UGA Living W age Coalition

Speakers Include:

Adelina Nic holls
Dreaded Mindz, A thens Rap Poets
Centro Jornalero Somos America 
Community Members
Athens EJC Organizers
Renegade Professors
UGA Living W age Coalition
Progressive Student Coalition

Coalition Somos América
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Come meet the ones who labor in the shadows

Presenta

Somos AmŽrica: 
Un Grito de Justicia para los Inmigrantes
Un BeneÞcio Para el Centro Jornalero Somos AmŽrica 

Testemonios

 reales.

gente de

 verdad.

armando

coaliciones.

 

La Coal i c ión Somos 

América cree que la 
justicia económica solo 

puede obtenerse a través 

de la lucha colectiva. Esta 

lucha debe ser llevada 
adelante por todos aquellos 
que sufrimos las consecuen-

cias adversas de la nueva 
economía: Mujeres, Afro-

A m e r i c a n o s , e 

I n m i g r a n t e s d e 
América Latina y el resto 

del mundo. Los nuevos 
inmigrantes tienen mucho 

que enseñarnos acerca 

de cómo c rea r un 

movimiento enérgico para 

combatir la justicia 

económica aquí en 

Athens.      

*nov 3*

*7 pm*

*Tate Reception Hall*
(en la universidad)

*comida gratuita*
(taqueria mi tierra)

*transporte para Jornaleros*
punto de reuni—n: Centro Jornalero.
 (en Home Depot) 6:15 de la tardee

 

Miembros de la Coalición:

Centro Jornalero Somos América
Estudiantes para la Afirmación Latina
Asociación Estudiantil de Estudios de la 
! Mujer
Asociación de Estudiantes Hispanos
Asociación de Estudiantes de Leyes 
! Hispanos
Coalición por la Justicia Económica en 
! Athens
Alianza Lambda
Profesores Renegados de UGA
Coalición por el Salario Mínimo-Vital en
! UGA

Presentaciones de:

Adelina Nicholls
Dreaded Mindz, Rap Poetas de Athens
Centro Jornalero Somos America 
! Miembros de la Comunidad
Coalición por la Justicia Económica en 
! Athens
Profesores Renegados de UGA
Coalición por el Salario Mínimo-Vital en
! UGA
Coalición de Estudiantes Progressivos

Coalic’on Somos AmŽrica
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The Coalition Somos América (We are America Coalition) 

believes that economic justice can only be won 

through collective struggle. This struggle must be 
waged by all of us adversely effected by new economic 

configurations:  women, African-Americans, and migrants from 

the Americas and the world.  These new migrants and 
their allies have much to teach us about creating a 
powerful movement to combat economic injustice here in 
Athens.   !        
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Athens.   
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believes that economic justice can only be won through 

collective struggle. This struggle must be waged by all of us 
adversely effected by new economic configurations:  women, African-

Americans, and migrants from the Americas and the world.  
These new migrants and their allies have much to teach us about 
creating a powerful movement to combat economic injustice 
here in Athens.   

        

The Coalition Somos América (We are America Coalition) 

believes that economic justice can only be won through 

collective struggle. This struggle must be waged by all of 
us adversely effected by new economic configurations:  women, 

African-Americans, and migrants from the Americas and the 
world.  These new migrants and their allies have much to teach 
us about creating a powerful movement to combat economic 
injustice here in Athens.   



The Institute for Women’s Studies is proud to present:

Dr. Maria Lugones
Associate Professor of  Philosophy, Interpretation, and Culture and Comparative Literature

at Binghamton University
 

“The Modern Colonial Gender System”

Thursday, November 9

5:30-7:00pm

Student Learning Center, room 248

Reception Immediately following in the North Tower of  the Student Learning Center (3rd Floor)

Thank you to our co-sponsors: 

the Department of  Philosophy through Kleiner Funds,  Triota (Women’s Studies Student Honor Society), 

Latin American and Caribbean Studies and the Hispanic Student Association

Call WomenÕs Studies at 706/542-2846 for 
more information Free & Open to the Public





Choice USA Conference Notes 
November 11, 2006 
 

I. Introductions 
a. Shelley Chinnan 
b. Katie 
c. Lucas 
d. Vesna 
e. Chris Stokes 
f. Kornelia 
 

II. Relations of Power 
a. What is power 
b. Who has it 
c. How can we shift it? 
d. Role plays 
 

Hospital vs. community role play 
 Community: what power 

- power of people 
- initially, not much hard power 
- gained power using media, surrounded, made people consider how they were 

connected to issue, no hospital referrals 
- support for planned parenthood 
- offered multiple solutions 
- hospital workers not included in organization 
Community: strategy 
- run meeting 
- town meeting with committee present, but on townÕs grounds 
- great shift of power 
- need to ask directly 
- put the burden on the officials; directly ask 

 
Forms of Power 

As a student As as citizen 

Private Public Type of power Why it Matters 
Hurt enrollement Same as private PLUS Electoral/legislative Votes 
Hurt funding Votes consumer Cut profits 
Legal action Legislative/budget 

power 
Legal/regulatory Free legal aid on 

campus/legal aid 
embarrassment Impact on governor disruptive EveryoneÕs favorite 
Interfere with career of 
top admin 

   

Consumer power    

 



III. Strategy 
 
Goals 
 
Long term Ð broad, long term, utopian 
Intermediate Ð specific goal for time being (get a WomenÕs Center) 
Short term Ð small concrete wins along the way to the intermediate goal 
 
Organizational Considerations 
 
Have Ð resources we have 
Want Ð how you want to build your organization WHILE weÕre building the campaign 
Problems Ð love triangles, leaders fighting, internal problems 
 
Constituents 
 
Constituents Ð Who will organize around the issue, who cares, who is directly affected 
Allies Ð Who might not be DIRECTLY affected, but care 
Opponents Ð Who will actively organize against you to prevent you from reaching your goals? 
 
Targets (Decision maker) Ð always a person or identifiable people 
 
Primary Ð the person who will give you what you want 
Secondary Ð person we have power over who has power over the primary target 
 
- Targets are not school boards, committees, etc, but actual person 
 
Tactic 
What constituents do to targets to get goals and build organization 
 
Education Ð leafleting, flyering, spreading the word, teach-in, forum, rape panel, ensuring a base 
of knowledge within the community, open up discussion, increase support for cause 
Action/Power Ð tactics which show power you have over the target (picketing, holding an 
accountability session). 
 
1. Show of public support 
 - 1000 signatures 
 - Letters to administration 
 
2. Educational to increase base/increase awareness, increase base 
 - teach-ins 
 - Op-Eds 
 - rally (at Take Back, etc) 
 - flyering (not always the most effective) 
 - facebook flyers 
 - talks in various places (dorms) 



 - open Mic with Mike 
 
3. Low/medium tactics that pressure the target donÕt require a HUGE base 
 petitions and letter writing (donÕt ask people to step outside of their comfort zone, too 
much) 
 
4. High pressure tactics experience + face to face 
 (not comfortable for all) 
 
Strategy Chart applied to WomenÕs Center 
 
On what a womenÕs center is: 
- Bring womenÕs perspective on key campus issues 
- liason between community and campus (NPOÕs in Athens eg AIDSAthens, SACNEGA, Project 
Safe) 
- Safe Space for WomenÕs issues 
- paid position for PR re: WomenÕs issues (like Molly and Michael) 
Career center links, workshops, wsso center 
Volunteer opportunities for students, peer support, interships 
Phone Service 
Info space, health (mental, anorexia, sexual), edu, DV, free condoms, etc. 
Community needs assessment (SGA) Ð survey and interviews 
 
 
Goals 
 
Long term: 
Contribute to a safe and supportive environment for women. 
 
Intermediate Term: 
Fully operating womenÕs Center 
 
Short Term: 
2,000 signatures 
 
Organizational Considerations 
 
Haves: strong leadership 
Free copies 
Senior capstone class, energy, etc. 
5 committed and then class 
300 listserv members 
website 
meeting space 
$100-$200 of funds 
 



Wants: 
More dedicated people to WSSO 
Larger budget 
More active professors (5) 
Build Progressive Coalition 
WSSO intern through WMST 
 
Constituents: 
18,000+ women 
undergrads, staff, faculty, grads, etc. 
transgendered 
 
Allies: 
Men 
Queer 
Survivors of sexual assault 
Health center 
Sororities 
Sga 
Progressive student coalition 
CuomoÕs List 
Women professors on campus 
Graduate school associations 
IWS GTAs 
 
Opponents: 
Guard Dog 
 
Targets: 
Primary 
Adams, Bennett, Provost 
Secondary 
SGA President 
Board of Regents*  
*i n the future, if we need to get in touch with them; hopefully we can do this within the 
University 
 
Tactics: 
Education 
TimeLine 
 
Step I: show public support 
Petitions red and black 
Rally 
Public forum 
Meeting with shutt Ð LGBT center and rape 



Meet with all allies at some point 
Needs assessment 
Give blank petitions to WSSOers at Meeting (Nov 30th) 
 
Timeline 
 
Fall 2006: 
November: WSSO final meeting 
December: create and pass on folder 
Contact SGA about needs assessment (determine what questions) 
Contact ÒcoalitionÓ members and set up meeting 
 
Spring 2007: 
Meetings with various allies (by March 1, 2007) 
March: rallies and events (WomenÕs History Month, Take Back) 
RichardsÕ class Ð do needs assessments, shape womenÕs center 
Public Forum 
Red and Black 
First week of April: Hard ask from administration 
Written commitment, agreement 
 
 
 



To: The University of Georgia 

 

We, student members of the UGA community, ask President Michael Adams, Provost Arnett 

Mace, and Vice President Rodney Bennett to create a Women’s Center on campus. The Center 

would be dedicated to providing resources, services, and trainings that would meet the specific 

and unique needs of women students, and would provide a safe and welcoming space for women 

students, as well as women faculty, alumni, and staff. A Women’s Center is necessary because 

women make up a very large part of our community, and we currently have no centralized 

resource center that is dedicated to addressing their specific needs and concerns (including 

safety, sexual assault and harassment, health, wellness, and body image, peer education, 

leadership, and diversity) in an explicitly woman-friendly environment.  

 

We believe that a Women’s Center will improve the learning and living environment for all 

students at UGA, as is evidenced by the effectiveness of Women’s Centers at many other 

institutions of higher education. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

The Undersigned 

 

Date Last Name First Name Signature email 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 




